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Deriving its name from a long de-

parted race whose casi les, though in a

sad state of decay, still stand within a

few hunched yards of its city limits,
it will ever remain as a monument to

that race. Who were they, this de-

parted race? History can tell but lit-

tle of them. Discovered at the time
Cortez and his followers made their
first trip of from Mexico,

tbey soon vanished from the face of

the earth. Historians seem to think
that they were destroyed by a

stronger race while the old Indian
legend, handed down from

to says that they were
visited by a plague, that those in the
huts at the time of this plague shut
up all entrances to these old castles
and were there destroyed, whilo those
who were on the outside were advised
by their Gods to jump into the river
and were then turned into fishes.
However as that may be, tho Indians
of this dav and will not
eat a fish out of the I.as Animas river,
Las Animas meaning in the Indian
language, "The River of Lost Souls."

Aztec and San Juan County have
therefore been upon the map of this
wonderful nation since its first dis-

covery. 'What tongue can tell of its
past glories, what pen has the power

to write of those things and times and

events of which we know so little?
Echo answers none.

So much for the early history of

Aztec.
Some fifty years ago some intreped

explorers wandered into this beautl-iu- i

vaiiL-- cApuíiino vioi gu'.d .i:r.c!i

was supposed to be here in vast quan-

tities. After a thorough search of

the hills and glades they were

and began to examine some

of the beauties of nature.
were grow ing flowers, trees and

beautiful plants. The hills were cov-

ered with an abundance of long, sweet
grasses, which the horses of these ex-

plorers devoured with avidity, and up-

en which they waxed fat and strong.

The climate was delightful anil to

them it seemed as a miniature para-

dise, as it is now. Claims and home-

steads were staked and these explor-

éis settled down to tho mote pleasant
life of a ranchman. Their crops grew

thick and fast, they wrote to their
friends of the beautiful place they had

discovered and soon many more set-tier- s

were upon their way to the "New

Kden," as it was then called. San

Juan county had been discovered and

was coming Into its own.

The beautiful valley of the San

Juan Hiver seemed to them to be the
logical location for a town, and the
town of Junction City was laid out
and soon these hardy pioneers had

erected school houses, merchants had
opened ttores, a newspaper was start-

ed and tho resources of this place

were soup being exploited to the out-

side world. Of course, many years
elapsed before these many

were started, the wonder-

ful growing qualities of the soil had

been in a measure tested, the climate
had been found to remain delightful

the year round, upon tho hills their

cattle had been found able to remain

the year round without shelter and to

be in a first-clas- s condition after the

winter season had passed. What more

could they desire?

Settler after settler arriving, the en-

tire valley was explored in a practical

manner by these new arrivals, new lo-

cations were decided upon. The

great Las Animas valley appealed to

many and soon the town of Aztec had

teen started. On account of its loca-

tion, many of the old settlers soon re-

moved there, some of those merchants
piso removed to It, as did the San

Juan County Index, which was then

under another name, but which is the

ninneer naner of the great San Juan

county. The new town seemed to

prosper from the start and soon quite

a settlement had it, many

of these still

Situated as it Is upon the eastern

slope of the beautiful valley, it was

and is an excellent location. On the
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west he snow-cla- hills are ever in;
ividence and the cool breezes of the
l.a Platas soothe to sleep in the sum- -

nier evenings the tired laborer, rest-- j

inp him, enabling him to go to his
daily task much refreshed. Within a
lew hundred yards of the town the
beautiful Las Animas river ever flows
upon its way to the seas, assuring an
ever of water to

may come. To the south the fer-

tile valley stretches before the eye,
as is now the case, a view of

the splendid orchards of which San
Juan county is so proud and whose
products are now so famous, being
known the world over for
flavor, their perfect color and the
wonderful bearing qualities of Its
trees.

the valley stretches in

the same manner, many of the lead-

ing orchards of this county being lo-

cated several miles north of Aztec.
To the west are also some fine fields.

as it is on all
sides by fine orchards and ranch
homes, Aztec is to be
ui on the foresight of tho early set-

tlers who picked upon it as the loca-

tion for future city. Their wish is be-

ing fulfilled, the town now has in the
of 800 and Is

growing fast. In fact, there is not
vacant residence in the town and

are daily being received
from settlers, who have
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chosen upon this point to be their fu-

ture home. Inside of tho past year
new have gone up, some
$25,000 worth, and many more are be-

ing planned. There is not an idle
contractor or carpenter or brick ma-

son in the town and plenty of work
:iwaits this class of citizens.

Among tho new buildings which
have been erected in the past year is

he new school house, a handsome
lrick structure of two stories in

I. eight, costing in the
of $5,010, and capable of sealing sev-

eral hundred pupils. A splendid corps
of teachers are now engaged and at

work, the schools compare
with those of cities and towns many

times larger than this, the advanced
grades are being taught, it
requires five teachers to now manage
tin so schools.

The Uaptist church, now nearly com-

pleted, is going to he a structure of
which any town might be proud. Built
of brick, it already presents a fine

even in its
state. It will be ready for duty some

time in January, this year.
Besides these two above

many small cottages have
been erected, each costing from $1.000

to $2,000, and all of which found an
upon its in fact,

all were spoken for as soon as it was

known that they were to be erected.
A would find this a splendid

place in which to erect cottages, as it

si ill needs many more here to fill the
wants of the people who wish to lo-

cate.

The main street of the town (see

the view on another page) presents
fine Nearly all of these

have been erected within
tho nast three years. They are all
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AZTEC, NEW MEXICO
"The Land of the Big Red Apple"

IN THE HEART OF THE GREAT FRUIT BELT

built of either brick, stone or cement,
the building ordinances of the town
btiug strict in this respect. Each and
nery one of these store buildings is

splendid class of business
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capitalist

appearance,
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occupied,
men occupy them, as is evidenced by
the advertising columns of this Issue.
Alert, progressive and Az-

tec is to bo congratulated upon her
class of business men. Each and
everyone is a "booster" and you
would find it a hard task to find
town that equals this one in that re-

spect. The stocks that are carried
ore a credit to them; you will find is
in this city almost anything you may
desire in the way of wearables or eat-

ables, mid the prices are very reason-
able, in fact so much more reasonable
than one would expect.

Competition in trade, however, is
good thing and progressive merchants
will still find hero openings for many
classes of business. A good gent's
furnishing goods store should do well,
another drug store, another hotel
man, in fact there is an opening here
for you, no matter what business you
may he In, and you will find here
cordial welcome.

In step with progress, Aztec now
has an electric lighting plant, which
lus been completed within the past
month. The streets are lighted with
fine ar3 lights, the stores are now be-

ing wired, residences also, and the
town presents a live, wide-awak- e ap

VIEW OF AZTEC.

pc arance. The lighting plant is cap-

able of lighting a town many times
I be size of this one, being installed
with a view to future needs, and will
be able to furnish electricity to any
manufacturing industry that should
see lit to start here, it having in re-

serve, after supplying all present de-

mands, some 300 horsepower.
In renncction with the power plant

is a line roller mill. The products
from this mill are first-clas- it hav-

ing been remodeled this spyiig and
new machinery having been installed.
The capacity is some 100 barrels pcf
day. On account of the wet season
this ye-ir-

, the same in all parts of the
t'nitcd States, the mill has not run.
the grain, to a large extent, being un-

til for milling purposes. It has run
successfully, however, for many years
heretofore and its products arc
known far and wide. is in charge
of a capable mill man.

As a city of beautiful homes, some
of which are reproduced in this issue,
Aztec compares with any town of its
size in the United States. Many are
the handsome residences here, all of

which are practically new. The peo-

ple are as is evidenced by

tho county jail, which is located hero,
this being the county scat, and which
is an adobe structure of one room.
The population of the town Is com-

posed entirely of Americans, not a

foreigner residing within the town
limits.

Located as it is, Aztec is the center
of all the new proposed irrigation
canals of the county. (See map In

the adv. of the Aztec Irrigated Lands
Co.) Surrounded on all sides by these
proposed canals, it is the center of

population for this county, and is

bound to grow and prosper. Water Is

tl,r .urce of all wealth for the fruit
gro t and ranchman in San Juan
coi;', v. according to the report of the
ten i: rial engineer, has three-fourth- s

of 'K he water supply of New Mexico.
Ill' following is taken from tho

"i the territorial engineer. The
prrY fts mentioned have their head-qi-

i rs at Aztec:
The Kden Lund and Tower Com-

pany uf Aztec owns and controls the
Ed ti Canal, it project which, when
successfully completed, will be a good

ex.,- - ; !e of engineering skill. Water
taken from the Las Animas river, a

stream which has its head in mount-

ain.-: 1 1,000 feet high. The source of

supply is thus exceptionally steady
and certain. Tho yearly discharge of
the. I.as Animas Hiver is large and is
shown on a preceding page (p. 12).
One cubic foot per second of water
can easily be made to irrigate 100

acr-'s- , if not more, in this region. The
main canal of this company is 35

miles long, and there are two other
caiiiils, of 10 and 15 miles, respective-
ly. These will carry about 300 cubic

' "..? ..
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feei. per second. At one point in this
company's system there occurs drop
of flliout 50 feet, making possible the
geiit ration of 400 horsepower, and if

tht water capacity of the ditch bo ex-

tended by expending, say, $20,000, this
povt r could be raised to 3,000 horse-

power. It is the intention to furnish
wan r for domestic, fire, light, and

NEW MEXICO.

'wor purposes to present and future
i' wns. The possibilities of this

are many, and if carried to
mplction should aid largely In the
velopment of the northwestern part
the territory."

The Tuiiey-Holliste- r project, locat- -

'!' in the central part of San Juan
unty and deriving its water supply
em the San Juan river, Is one of the

l. igest enterprises of this kind that
!. ive ever been undertaken in the

lilted States.
The records of water supply In the

engineer's office show thaf
e discharge of San J. tan river in l!)n7

..regated 1,1"5,S55 acre-feet- , and

iiero is approximately l,ouu,000 acres
' the very best red, sandy loam soil

filiated below the proposed align-

ment of the ditch. The capacity of
'i'5 reservoir involved in this proposi-- '

on is over I.OhO.Oimi acre-feet- . With

'no exception of possibly 5,u0i) acres,
Is government land, a large por-.on- ,

however, being inside the
boundaries of the Navajo reservation.

The topography and character of
He soil are most ideal for irrigation,

i'i! land lying mostly on sloping
mesas, with arroyos at suitable inter-
vals, giving ample chance for proper
drainage. The soils of these mesas
have a characteristic reddish color,
which Is probably due to the iron de-

rived from the higher sandstone me-

sas. The soil varies considerably in

density in different localities, but the
surface soil Is never heavier than a

loam. Wherever the soil has been

raked it shows loam to clay loam,

with a sandy surface underlaid
soil, which affords perfect

condlltons for the conservation of

moisture. The climatic conditions, to- -

with the soil, are adapted to the
production of a great variety of crops,
including cereals, legumes and fruits.
Owing to the topographical conditions
of these mesas late killing frosts in

the spring seldom occur, hence this
section is particularly suited for the
fruit Industry, the apple doing better
than any other fruit.

in addition to the above project, the

same parties have another in San Juan
county which will divert water out of

the l.as Animas river in Colorado for

the Irrigation of nbout 130,u00 acres in

New .Mexico. This project can be ex-

tended so as to cover nearly 700,000

acres if the water supply will warrant.
The construction of this project is ex-

pensive, owing to the topographical
conditions, but when once constructed
it will bring under cultivation some

of the most fertile land in the territo-
ry. The other natural conditions are
similar to the project
on the San Juan.

In addition to these is that of the

Illinois Ditch Company, or the Or-

chard Irrigation district, proposition
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which will water some 7,000 acres
right in the vicinity of Aztec. Sur
vevs of this project have Just been
completed and work is expected to

start within the next three months.

Work on the extension of the Low-

er Animas ditch Is progressing rapidly
and water will be turned into the now

extension for this year's crops. Hear
quarters at Alec.

The Citizens' Ditch and Irrigation
Company, as its name suggests, is op-

erated on the community plan. This
company is now constructing a canal
to reclaim some T.'iuu acres of choice
fruit land in San Juan county. The
water is derived from the San Juan
river, near Illanco. The supply is am-

ple for domestic, power and irrigation
purposes. The company has a permit
to appropriate ion cubic feet per sec-

ond of water, approved by the en-

gineer under tho New Mexico laws.
The canal at the head will be fourteen
feet wide, narrow ing to six feet at the
end, some twenty-si- miles distant.
Very little, if any, government land
subject to entry lies under this canal.
Deeded lands and relinquishments can
lie obtained at a very reasonable price,
and to members of the company water
w ill cost about $25 per acre. The land
lies within eight miles of Aztec, the
county seat, situated on tho Denver &

Kio Claude railway.

Water Now on Land.

Another community proposition is

Hie project of Young t Norton, the
purpose of which is to irrigate with

flood waters of the l.a l'lata river
5,i()0 or 0,000 acres in the western part
of San Juan county, known as The
Meadows. The water is to be divert-
ed from tho river by a ditch to an ex-

cellent reservoir site, where the flood
v aters are stored for the Irrigation of

lands below. The soil is good and

the lay of the land, a nearly level
mesa, Is Ideal for irrigation. This
land has been taken up by individual
fanners, the object being to Irrigate
through this project. The land was

formerly withheld from entry by the

).(ivernmeiit in connection with its I.as
Animas-L- l'lata project, but was
thrown open to entry on September L
Ho7, when the land was Immediately
entered upon by ihe. parties now pur-

posing to carry out this fine project.
Aztec is the county seat of San Juan

county and here are the county build-
ings, the court house being a model of
its kind, being elegantly furnished, Its
vaults are fire-proo- f and are fitted
with the latest improved fixtures. Tho
county officials are of the courteous,
obliging kind and San Juan county is
proud of them. Finances of the town
and county are in a first-clas- s condi-
tion.

The location of the town, at the foot
of the hill, gives it a fine location for
a gravity water system, which has
been talked of for some timo and
which no doubt will soon be installed.
A fine system could be put In at a
reasonable cost and when the Kden
canal Is completed no doubt there will
bo one. A natural reservoir site is
obtainable within a mile of the town
and has been decided upon as tho loca-
tion. Aztec will have a water system
within two years.

The water supply is at present ob-

tained from the I.as Animas river,
which conies from the land of eternal
snows, the water being pure snow wa-

ter, cool, sparkling and healthful. It
is run Into the town through irrigation
ditches, thence into a filter, from
which filter it enters the cistern, of
which every home at present has one
which will hold from seventy-fiv- e to
three bund-e- d barrels. These cisterns
can be built for a noniiiiiiT cost.

" "
Aztec was the first town in San

Juan county to banish the saloons and
at present there is not a saloon in the
county. San Juan county was the first
county in the Territory to banish
them.

The climate is certainly delightful
at this point. For the past, five years
it has not been cold enough here in
the winters to freeze ice thick enough
to put up for the home market and ar-

tificial ice has had to be shipped In.
In their own back yards Aztec citi-

zens raise their garden "stuff." In-

stances can be cited whereupon in his
back yard a man lias raised enough
in the way of fruits and vegetables to
supply his family with the majority of
their food for a year, besides assfst- -

ing in a great way toward clothing
them. I'eople may scoff at this state-
ment, but it. is the truth, neverthe-
less. On request, to the Index tho
name of this citizen will be furnished.
From two ordinary city lots this year
a man furnished most of the cucum-
bers, tomatoes, roasting ears and
beets for a local hotel, besides allow-
ing tho neighbors the privilege of
using what they wished from the gar-
den.

Much more could be written about
the town, its people, its social side,
the churches, etc., but we will con-

clude by mentioning only the
('hinches.

Aztec has three churches, which are
well supported, viz: The Baptist,
the Methodist and the Fresliyterian.
The two latter meet in their own
buildings, while the former one meets
at present In the county court house,
its building being in an uncompleted
state, but expected to bo ready some
time this month. The ministers are
all well educated lie n and each one has
a strong personal following. Strong in
their belief, earnest and convincing in
their arguments, they are a strong
help towards making this a better
town. None is so narrow-minde- but
that be can see good in the other
churches, thus church quarrels and
strife are things unknown. Aztec Is
proud of her churches and ministers.

In behalf of the citizens of Aztec
the Index extends to you an Invitation
to come and be one of us. Tho future
Is before you, you probably wish to
nuike a new start In lift, to make your
"stake." You cannot possibly do bet-
tor than to locate In San Juan county,
and if so you certainly will be pleased
with Aztec, the "Red Apple City."


